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No place on Earth will have that kind
of combat power with those critical
fifth-generation supersonic stealth
fighters. We have a platform for expe-
ditionary forces—some of our best
trained military units—to be able to
deploy on a moment’s notice because
we are so strategically located to other
countries.

Because of Alaska’s strategic role in
defending America’s interests in the
Arctic and the Indo-Pacific, the Con-
gress and this administration, together
in a bipartisan way, have been building
up each of these three critical pillars of
our Nation’s military might and de-
fenses.

Let me give just one example. The
Senate has been pushing lately to en-
sure that the air combat capability we
have in Alaska is matched by air re-
fueling capacity. The last three Na-
tional Defense Authorization Acts
passed by this body and signed by the
President have established criteria
that the Air Force needs to use when
deciding where to base the next modern
aerial refueling tanker platform, the
KC-46.

Ambassador Barrett and I have dis-
cussed this issue and what the Air
Force is going to do with regard to sta-
tioning of the KC-46 outside of the con-
tinental United States, and I look for-
ward to working with her on the advice
already provided to the administration
from the Congress on where those mili-
tary assets need to be based.

As the current Secretary of Defense,
Mark Esper, said in his confirmation
hearing, having KC-46s colocated with
100 fifth-generation fighters would give
America ‘‘extreme strategic reach”
anywhere in the world. I believe Am-
bassador Barrett also understands this,
and she clearly understands the impor-
tance of the Arctic as a former ambas-
sador to Finland.

So, as I mentioned at the outset, we
need good people and highly qualified
people to serve at the highest levels of
our military, civilian and uniformed,
and I believe Ambassador Barrett is
certainly one of those individuals.

I was heartened to see that my col-
leagues in the Senate gave a very
strong bipartisan cloture vote, 84 to 7,
which shows very strong support for
her nomination. I know we are going to
vote in a couple of minutes. I encour-
age my colleagues to vote yes for her
nomination to be the next U.S. Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON BARRETT NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Under the previous order,
all postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Barrett nomi-
nation?

Mr. SULLIVAN. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 7, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 319 Ex.]

YEAS—85

Baldwin Graham Reed
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hassan Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Heinrich Rosen
Braun Hirono Rounds
Brown Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith
Cantwell Inhofe gasse

. chatz
Capito Johnson Schumer
Cardin Jones Scott (FL)
Carper Kaine
Casey Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cassidy King Shaheen
Collins Lankford Shelby
Coons Leahy Sinema
Cornyn Lee Stabenow
Cortez Masto Manchin Sullivan
Cotton McConnell Tester
Cramer McSally Thune
Crapo Menendez Tillis
Cruz Moran Toomey
Daines Murkowski Udall
Durbin Murphy Van Hollen
Enzi Murray Warner
Ernst Paul Whitehouse
Feinstein Perdue Wicker
Fischer Peters Young
Gardner Portman

NAYS—T7
Blumenthal Markey Wyden
Duckworth Merkley
Gillibrand Smith
NOT VOTING—8

Alexander Harris Sanders
Bennet Isakson Warren
Booker Klobuchar

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. I ask unanimous consent
that the subsequent votes be 10 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Frank William
Volk, of West Virginia, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of West Virginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Volk nomination?
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Mr. ROUNDS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 92,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 320 Ex.]

YEAS—92
Baldwin Gillibrand Portman
Barrasso Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Heinrich Rosen
Braun Hirono Rounds
Brown Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Cantwell Inhofe
X Schatz
CaplFo Johnson Schumer
Cardin Jones Scott (FL)
Carper Kaine Scott (SC)
Casey Kennedy Shaheen
Cassidy King Shelb
Collins Lankford 6.0y
Coons Leahy Smfema
Cornyn Lee Smith
Cortez Masto Manchin Stabenow
Cotton Markey Sullivan
Cramer McConnell Tester
Crapo McSally Thune
Cruz Menendez Tillis
Daines Merkley Toomey
Duckworth Moran Udall
Durbin Murkowski Van Hollen
Enzi Murphy Warner
Ernst Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Paul Wicker
Fischer Perdue Wyden
Gardner Peters Young
NOT VOTING—38

Alexander Harris Sanders
Bennet Isakson Warren
Booker Klobuchar

The nomination was confirmed.

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The legislative clerk read nomina-
tion of Charles R. Eskridge III, of
Texas, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
Texas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Eskridge nomination?

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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